I am currently a PhD candidate (final stages) at the University of Lapland, where my primary research interests lie in graduate employability and facilitation. My research focuses on University of Lapland students who are pursuing a general type of university education rather than a specific profession.

In my PhD study, I am exploring the 21st-century soft skills that are deemed crucial for obtaining employment in various fields. These skills, often referred to as "super skills," encompass communication, motivation, initiative, and leadership.

My research on employability skills not only has the potential to advance academic understanding of essential competencies for employment but also holds significance for broader society and the working lives of new employees, particularly in the Arctic region. Through my facilitative workshop courses, graduates have the opportunity to practice and enhance vital soft skills such as communication, motivation, initiative, and leadership, using techniques like reflection, feedback, and experiential learning. These skills are highly sought-after in the professional world, as employers now value not only expertise in a specific field but also strong interpersonal and problem-solving abilities.

Recognizing the importance of my research, the Lapland Regional Cultural Fund has acknowledged its significant contribution by awarding me a one-year working grant in spring 2019. With a strong belief in my skills, experience, and personal motivation, I am dedicated to effectively completing my PhD research and making a meaningful contribution to employability in the Arctic region.

Upon the completion of my PhD, my ambitions extend to a career in research and teaching. Fueled by a long-standing passion for learning, facilitation, and employability, my goal is to share my knowledge and expertise in facilitation techniques across all levels of education. Through these efforts, I aim to contribute to the development of sustainable change, participation, and community engagement in the global North. 
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